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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 5423 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: IPP-78: DEBRIEFING OF RECENT BOAT CASE ARRIVALS 

REF: HONG KONG 4860 

1 . WE DEBRIEFED MEMBERS OF (1) GROUP OF 26 BOAT REFUGEES WHO 
ARRIVED HERE APRIL 10 AND (2) GROUP OF 14 REFUGEES WHO CAME 
ON APRIL 15. 

2. REFTEL NOTED THAT PREVIOUS ARRIVALS STATED HONG KONG WAS 
SELECTED AS DESTINATION SINCE FEEDBACK TO VIETNAM FROM REFUGEES 
HERE WAS THAT ACCOMMODATIONS IN HONG KONG ARE GOOD AND ALL 
REFUGEES PROCEED TO U.S. BOTH GROUPS GAVE SAME REASONS FOR 
COMING HERE AND ALSO PLANNED TRIP ABOUT ONE YEAR IN ADVANCE, 
STATING THAT ABSOLUTE SECRECY IS NECESSARY SINCE, IF BOAT 
ESCAPE IS SUSPECTED BY GOVT, HOUSES WILL BE SEARCHED AND ANY 
GOLD OR FOREIGN CURRENCY FOUND WILL BE CONFISCATED. MOTIVES 
FOR LEAVING VIETNAM WERE OPPRESSIVE CONDITIONS, INCLUDING 
SHORT RATIONS, AND DESIRE TO AVOID MILITARY CONSCRIPTION. 

BORDER CONFLICT WAS NOT MENTIONED, BUT RATHER FACT 

THAT ALL MALES MUST ENTRY MILITARY SERVICE UPON 
18TH BIRTHDAY. 
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3. GROUP (1) LEFT DANANG ON APRIL 4 AT NIGHT AND SAILED 
IN NORTHEAST DIRECTION. ON APRIL 7 THEY ENCOUNTERED 
FREIGHTER, WHICH DESPITE CALLS AND SIGNALS FOR 
ASSISTANCE, SAILED ALONG SIDE BUT IGNORED THE REFUGEE 
BOAT. TWO DAYS LATER, JUNK CHANGED DIRECTION AND 
FOUND SWIFT CURRENT WHICH BROUGHT REFUGEES DIRECTLY 
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TO HONG KONG. IRONICALLY, JUST BEFORE THEY LANDED 
ON APRIL 9 THEY PASSED SAME FREIGHTER ANCHORED IN 
HONG KONG WATERS. 

4. GROUP (2) DEPARTED DANANG ON APRIL 10 AT NIGHT. 

TWO DAYS LATER THEY ENCOUNTERED PRC FISHING BOAT 
EAST OF HAIMAN AND OBTAINED FRESH WATER FROM THAT 
BOAT. DURING NIGHT OF APRIL 13/14. THEY SAW AN 
ISLAND WITH LIGHTS AND SAILED TOWARDS IT, BELIEVING 
THEY WERE REACHING HONG KONG. BEFORE ARRIVING AT 
ISLAND, THEY MET LARGE PRC FISHING VESSEL, WHICH 
INFORMED THEY WERE IN PRC WATERS (SOUTHWEST OF MACAU). 
PRC CAPTAIN SET THEIR COMPASS FOR DIRECTION TO 
HONG KONG AND GAVE THEM DIRECTIONAL INSTRUCTIONS. 
THEY ARRIVED IN HONG KONG ON APRIL 14. 

LEVIN 
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